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Early Years Pupil Premium Report 2017-18 
Aspect Details 

What? Focus on Communication and Language development 

Why? Staff identified that children were entering the nursery with low levels of attainment in communication and language.  A need to ensure that children make 
good or outstanding progress in communication and language was identified.   

Where and when? Alice Model Nursery School in Tower Hamlets, London. 

Funding? Funding received £600 

Who? The focus was a universal offer, with identification of children needing additional support and working with parents.  

How? All staff have been trained in the programme “Every Tower Hamlets Child a Talker.” We have engaged in further training and researched how the 
development/provision of ‘Communication’ in our settings fit in with the Key Learning Principles to:-        

• be a magnet for communication 

• create irresistible and meaningful contexts for communication 

• create a culture of adult-child conversation 

• support children to communicate with and listen to each other  
The input enabled practitioners to reflect on their own understanding of the development of communication and language. 
Governors were involved by visiting the nursery to see aspects of the work and through a report to governors by members of staff. 
 
The Nursery Environment 
The environment was considered within the nursery and opportunities to encourage language were increased. The use of picture cards on the snack table 
such as animals, superheroes and photos of the children encouraged communication and conversation. Key person role-building a trustful relationship that 
they can turn to when they need it. Once they build a relationship they begin to open up and communicate.  
 
Other Areas of focus  

• Working on special books 1:1 conversation 

• Spending time with the children particularly during the settling in period. 

• Home visits and developing special books.   

• Using visual aids such as picture exchange cards where necessary 

• Learning about and developing their interests 

• Keeping the learning and environment exciting  

• The group time discussions, taking the learning to the children, for example applying a topic/language in different context 
Supporting being in an area for four weeks to be able to start and finish a project, which involves using and embedding specific language has developed 
language and communication.  
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Rhyme Table and Story Boxes 
The use of the rhyme table and story boxes has continued as a great motivation to speaking and communicating.  The children were involved in creating the 
rhyme/story boxes.  The process of making the boxes itself encouraged children to work as team and share their thoughts and ideas with their peers and 
adults. The children looked at story books to get ideas; they talked about the characters and objects they were going to include in the box and the materials 
they were going to use to make them with.  The main purpose of the boxes was to encourage children to join in with the singing and story-telling.  Since 
using the boxes, particularly the rhyme boxes it has been very clear that the children are more keen and interested in singing.  Children enthusiastically join 
in with the singing are keen to learn new nursery rhymes.  
 
Parental Involvement 
Parental involvement developed through ‘All About Me’ boxes will be introduced to support children who lack in self-confidence and self-esteem and those 
children who require support with the language, speaking and interaction skills.  The aim of the ‘all about me’ box is to empower and provide an ownership 
where they feel most comfortable talking about themselves, using the objects in the box (which belong to them) to support them with their communication 
and interaction skills.    
 
Sing, move and dance time develops parental engagement with children to explore language. Children explore rhymes and themes such as animals through 
real life experience such as visits to the zoo and farm to develop language and enhance 
understanding of stories.    

Outcomes: 

Communication and language is enhanced as children access resources and are engaged in 
discussion. Adults continue to encourage the development of language including retelling and 
developing stories. 

The evidence of 
impact 

Attainment summary - Autumn 2017 - January 2018 

0% of children on entry are at Age Related Expectations in Communication and Language 
Within the nursery when assessing listening and attention, understanding and speaking on entry it was found the average level of development was 
between 16-26 months secure and 22-36 months well below expected levels of development for their age. 

Progress summary 2017-2018 

On exit from Nursery overall the children leaving the nursery were working within 40-60 months.  
Next Review July 18 

Where to find out 
more 

Lynn Cottle, Headteacher, Alice Model Nursery School: head@alicemodel.towerhamlets.sch.uk  
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